God’s Heart is Reflected in Relationships

Friendship

e  “Friendship is unnecessary, like philosophy, like art ... It has no survival value; rather it is one of
those things which give value to survival.” C.S Lewis Four Loves

e “In friendship...we think we have chosen our peers. In reality a few years' difference in the dates
of our births, a few more miles between certain houses, the choice of one university instead of
another...the accident of a topic being raised or not raised at a first meeting--any of these
chances might have kept us apart. But, for a Christian, there are, strictly speaking, no chances. A
secret master of ceremonies has been at work. Christ, who said to the disciples, ‘Ye have not
chosen me, but | have chosen you,’ can truly say to every group of Christian friends, ‘Ye have not
chosen one another but | have chosen you for one another.’ The friendship is not a reward for
our discriminating and good taste in finding one another out. It is the instrument by which God
reveals to each of us the beauties of others.” Lewis

Job 2:11 Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this adversity that had come upon him, each one
came from his own place—Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite. For
they had made an appointment together to come and mourn with him, and to comfort him.

Proverbs 17:17 A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Proverbs 18:24 A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer
than a brother.

Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend

Proverbs 27:17 As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend

o “When we meet another person who shares this thread with us there is the potential for a real
friendship, if nurtured with transparency and constancy. The paradox is that friendship cannot
be merely about itself. It must be about something else, something that both friends are
committed to and passionate about.” Timothy Keller The Meaning of Marriage

Jonathan and David

1 Samuel 18:1-3 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Saul took him that day, and would not let him go home
to his father’s house anymore. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his
own soul.

1 Samuel 19:1 but Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted greatly in David.

1 Samuel 20:4 So Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you yourself desire, | will do it for you.”

1 Samuel 20:17 Now Jonathan again caused David to vow, because he loved him; for he loved him as he
loved his own soul.

1 Samuel 20:41-42 As soon as the lad had gone, David arose from a place toward the south, fell on his
face to the ground, and bowed down three times. And they kissed one another; and they wept together,
but David more so. Then Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, since we have both sworn in the name of
the Lord, saying, ‘May the Lord be between you and me, and between your descendants and my
descendants, forever.’

1 Sam 23:16, 18 Then Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David in the woods and strengthened
(encouraged) his hand in God. So the two of them made a covenant before the Lord. And David stayed
in the woods, and Jonathan went to his own house.




2 Samuel 1:25-26 “How the mighty have fallen in the midst of the battle! Jonathan was slain in your high
places. | am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have been very pleasant to me; Your love to
me was wonderful, surpassing the love of women.

Jesus as Friend

John 15:13-15 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends. You are My
friends if you do whatever | command you. No longer do | call you servants, for a servant does not know
what his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all things that | heard from My Father | have
made known to you.

e “Friendship is a deep oneness that develops as two people, speaking the truth in love to each
other, journey together to the same horizon. Spiritual friendship is the greatest journey of all,
because the horizon is so high and far, yet sure - it is nothing less than “the day of Jesus Christ”
and what we will be like when we finally see Him face to face.” Keller

Marriage

Song of Solomon 8:6-7 Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm; For love is as strong
as death, jealousy as cruel as the grave; Its flames are flames of fire, a most vehement flame. Many
waters cannot quench love, nor can the floods drown it. If a man would give for love all the wealth of his
house, it would be utterly despised.

o “What then is marriage for? It is for helping each other become our future glory-selves, the new
creations that God will eventually make us. The common horizon husband and wife look toward
is the Throne, and the holy, spotless, and blameless nature we will have. | can think of no more
powerful common horizon than that, and that is why putting a Christian friendship at the heart
of a marriage relationship can lift it to a level that no other vision for marriage approaches.”
Keller

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered

o “If we let Him, He will make the feeblest and filthiest of us into a god or goddess, a dazzling,
radiant, immortal creature, pulsating all through with such energy and joy and wisdom and love
as we cannot now imagine, a bright stainless mirror which reflects back to God perfectly
(though, of course, on a smaller scale) His own boundless power and delight and goodness. The
process will be long and in parts very painful; but that is what we are in for. Nothing less.” CS
Lewis Mere Christianity

Revelation 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.



