
_________________What’s the Deal With the High Priest - Hebrews Week VIII 
 

God set apart the entire tribe of Levi for special service to Him  

 But the Levites were not numbered among them by their fathers’ tribe; for the Lord had 

spoken to Moses, saying: “Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number, nor take a census 

of them among the children of Israel; but you shall appoint the Levites over the 

tabernacle of the Testimony, over all its furnishings, and over all things that belong to it; 

they shall carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings; they shall attend to it and camp 

around the tabernacle.     Numbers 1:47-50 

 

Within the tribe of Levi, Aaron and his sons were given special status as high priests  

 “Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, 

that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, 

and Ithamar.”     Exodus 28:1 

 

Tabernacle anointed followed by Aaron and his sons 

 “And you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it; and 

you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it shall be holy.  You shall anoint the altar of 

the burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar. The altar shall be most 

holy. And you shall anoint the laver and its base, and consecrate it. Then you shall bring 

Aaron and his sons to the door of the tabernacle of meeting and wash them with water. 

You shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and anoint him and consecrate him, that he 

may minister to Me as priest. And you shall bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. 

You shall anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may minister to Me as 

priests; for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their 

generations.”      Exodus 40:9-15 

 

High Priest represented God to the people 

 And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, “Boil the flesh at the door of the tabernacle of 

meeting, and eat it there with the bread that is in the basket of consecration offerings, 

as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it.’      Leviticus 8:31 

 

High Priest represented the people to God  

 “And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for himself, and make 

atonement for himself and for his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering which is 

for himself.”       Leviticus 16:11 

 


